Mentone, CA 92359
Mentone is a unincorporated community filled with many generations of families who take pride in their roots. As a waypoint/destination for many travelers heading to and from the San Bernardino Mountains, the community holds a special place in the hearts of residents and visitors alike. Mentone values its small-town feel, the fact that many homes have the Zanja creek running through their property, and that the area is the gateway to the San Bernardino Mountains. Agricultural pride and rich community history is also part of the Mentone presence.  Mentone strives to preserve the rural small-town feel, while focusing on improving the quality of life and the desirability of living in the community
Mentone citizens have been advocating for their community for years.
While some of us residents were looking through old newspaper articles we found the same issues and concerns still existing today. These concerns have spanned for at least over 10-15 years.

According to records from 1997 Redlands voters were able to vote on Measure U.  Mentone residents, being in unincorporated San Bernardino County, did not get to vote on this Measure U. 

This has been a hard pill to swallow for the Mentone community because Measure U has given Redlands, in particular, too much power over Mentone. 

The community has a very good example of what this Measure U has done to Mentone. 
The Highway 38 that runs through the community has a restaurant located on the corner of the Highway and Turquoise Avenue. This building has been sitting vacant for years.

 The owner started to build in 2006. Currently the building 95% completed, but the City of Redlands still requires $89,000 from the owner in order for him to get water service. He cannot get his final inspection until the water is on. 
During the owners years of completing the building he had many dealings with Redlands City, who is to ONLY provide water service to Mentone. The situation has been that Redlands presented fees upon fees to this owner, who had to get even get legal counsel to help. The original amount of fees Redlands wanted was 800,000.
Since 2006 the owner, having counsel for guidance, was able to get Redlands to drop the fees to 600,000. Finally the owner was not required to have sewer service and can use the existing septic, but the fee is still $89,000 for water hookup from Redlands City. 

Most of Mentone is on septic, including many of the businesses. Many of the business on the Highway 38 have or had water meters. Redlands City had explained to the owner that after 20 years they remove old water meters. The owner claims he had the water meter there when he bought the property but now Redlands City removed the one near his property.
It has also been noted that Mentone residents have been paying more for water services from Redlands City than Redlands residents according to a resident in Mentone who calculated the billings.
Most recently,  some of the agriculture residents have concerns because there is talk of Redlands City, who provides water service,  contemplating tapping into the wells of the local residents who still have Orange Groves in the community. This concern is mostly in the  Greenspot, Crafton Hills, and Mill Creek areas

There is a  “sphere of influence” that is initiated through Local Agency formation Commission (LAFCO)  This is implemented when a city decides they want sections of an unincorporated area. The plan goes to the County Board of Supervisors and LAFCO .  

Redlands has been having a field day forming small annecations close to the City boundaries in Mentone.  They are expanding their city and using the piecemeal tactic on the Mentone Community.  Then the tax revenues go to Redlands. 
The Mentone people have stated through the years they don’t want to be annexed to the City of Redlands, but no one listens. 

Within the year or so there has been a ‘change in the wind” and the people of this area have voiced more aggressively their desire for Mentone and are doing something about keeping Mentone unincorporated. They are not the only voices, because there are other unincorporated communities presenting this same message. 

A majority of the Mentone community wants to stay rural because the top reasons for people wanting to live in towns like Mentone is the aspect of the quality of life, trails for bikes and nature lovers,  open space, rural living,  historical traditions, the Zanja creeks, and generation after generation keeping traditions and the safe community people want to live in.


